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serve the men going to the river for water, if any were more
sunburned than usual; and sent another party to ride around
the camp and see whether it had been increased, or the sig-
nals were sounded more than once.

The scouts reported that they heard only one in Porcius*,
but two signals blown in Livius* camp. Nero had been anx-
ious to conceal his arrival until he could force battle on the
enemy. When he came face to face with him, and Hasdrubal
could no longer avoid the combat, Nero proclaimed the fact
that he had two consuls to meet instead of one. lie believed
this would impair HasdrabaFs morale, as indeed it did.

The report of the scouts, and his own observation, con-
vinced Hasdrubal that he had both consuls before him as well
as the prastor Porcius* He feared that some great disaster
had befallen Hannibal; that the second consul had eluded
him by a stratagem he could not credit* Or had his own
messengers to Hannibal been captured ? Without knowledge
of this plan how should Nero be there ? Troubled by theno
thoughts, Hasdrubal held his own all day, evacuated Ms
cam]) after nightfall, and retired towards the Metaurus, pur-
posing to cross so soon as he could <lo HO.

What HasdmbaFs eventual purpose may have been in re-
tiring, we cannot guess. If he did not carts to engage both
consuls, now was his time to show himself able to mauamvro*
If, instead of retiring on the MetauniB, Hasdrubal 'had left a
strong rear-guard in camp, and had moved by his right to-
wards the Maminian Way, he would have found Ms road
open, and, assured that the consuls wore both at Sena, could
have escaped them, and made Homo distance towards MB
brother before they followed. But it looks a$ If Hawlmbal
was acting from demoralisation* The tank which Hannibal
had performed unruilled for a dossen years, and under vastly
more difficult conditions, seems to have overtaxed liasclmbalst a day lost should bring Hannibal upondevised to
